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Armstrong 

Where were you in late September 2009?  Well, 134 of you were in Myrtle Beach, South Carolina.  You were there to join in on the 
10th anniversary reunion of the Karamursel 60-61 organization.  Yep, that’s really hard to believe, but we’ve now completed 10 years 
of reunions.  Let me put a little perspective to that.  We know you’re not “old” now at 70 (or so) years of age, but 10 years ago you 
were only 60 (ish).  Check out some pictures of you 10 years ago.  At the time they were taken, you may have thought you were 
advancing in years, but looking at those pictures now you’ll realize how young you really were!  That’s a good lesson for today.  Ten 
years from now, you’ll look at pictures of you at the 10th annual reunion and think “I really looked young back then!”  Enjoy today!  
Here are a couple shots of some of the folks arriving.  Looks like they’re looking forward to a good time!   
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And that’s what we were all doing on September 18th, 2009.  The reunion wouldn’t officially begin for another day, but following the 
trend from years past, well over half (better than two thirds actually) of you showed up early – some by as much as four days.  In 
past years, groups of us would go out to various restaurants for dinner on the evening before the official beginning of the reunion.  
This year we decided to organize it and as a result we ended up with over 50 people going to T-Bonz in Barefoot Landing for dinner.  
As these pictures show, while we were in with the general population, we took over a good bit of the restaurant.  

   
It was a lot of fun and a great way to “tune up” the group for all the coming festivities. 
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That tuning up continued with another pre-reunion function – the now traditional golf match on Saturday 
morning.  While the rest of us slept off the effects of the night before (well, some of us anyway), a hearty 
group of ten rose early and headed off to the links.  Like the reunion itself, participation in the golf venture 
grows each year.   John Replogle was the big winner for the second year in a row.  That’s him on the left.  
We may have to give John a serious handicap in the future! 

 
The 10 th annual reunion of the KAS 60-61 group officially b egan at 5:00 PM on 19 September, 2009.   
Once again we were blessed with beautiful weather, so the opening reception was held outside – 
poolside.  As we’ve come to expect, the Beach Cove Resort set up a lavish display of hors d’oeuvres 
along with a well stocked cash bar.  Thanks to our own Larry Webb, the air was filled with the sounds of 
the New KTUS radio, reflecting the sounds of our base radio station in Karamursel.  As members and  

their spouses arrived, they were given their reunion t-shirts, a CD version of the usual paper copy reunion handout, a schedule of 
reunion events and a map to the next day’s cookout.  Many of us had gotten together the evening before, but this was the official 
“mixer” where old friends would again meet and soon-to-be old friends were introduced.  The Beach Cove has a beautiful pool area 
and it provided a fantastic backdrop for our reception.   Check it out… 

    
 

 

The reception lasted for two hours after which everyone moved to the Hospitality Room.  For the 
second year running, Anheuser-Busch donated $1000 toward our reunion.  In recognition of their very 
generous donation, the beer we had available in the Hospitality Room were Anheuser-Busch products 
with only a few exceptions.  They’re an extremely patriotic company and that position hasn’t changed 
as a result of their recent purchase by a European company.  Again, as it was last year, the  

Hospitality Room was “Powered by Anheuser-Busch!”  It was good to see so many returning members from previous reunions.  
These get togethers form strong and lasting friendships.  This year there were seven members in attendance who had attended our 
first reunion in 2000.  There were also six guys who were able to make all ten of our reunions.  Obviously it was great to see them 
again, but let’s not forget those who made their first reunion this year.  There were six first timers this year.   We make great 
contacts over email in our group and establish some good friendships, but there’s no substitute for the face-to-face connections 
made at the reunions. 
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Sunday brought one of the primo events of the reunion – one everyone really looks forward to.  That was the day that Allan Bir put 
on his fantastic cookout.  It was held at McLean Park again and like everything else about these reunions, the food was the best to 
date!  Most of you know this, but every year we have new members who may not understand that this remarkable cookout is hosted 
entirely by Allan.  He supplies two huge truck-drawn cookers, all the food, a crew of people to prepare and cook the goodies, and a 
large box truck with all the necessary supplies.  This is a monumental effort and one our group is unable to adequately thank Allan 
for.  We do know however, that he knows we appreciate it.  Lots of hungry folks line up to get their fill of the fine food.  The eating, 
drinking, and general good times last from about noon until around 4 PM, but Allan and his crew are there from nearly sun up 
getting things going.  What a guy!  After everyone filled their bellies, Allan added a little karaoke this year.  You had to be there to 
appreciate (??) that! 
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Monday was a day full of big events as well.  First on the agenda was our annual business meeting – the 
one time each year where a representative number of our group can get together and discuss face-to-
face any issues that have come up over the past year, and any modifications to our processes in the 
future.  This year we had a variety of topics of interest.  First, we were fortunate to have Gary Powers Jr., 
son of the legendary U-2 pilot of the same name, with us again.  He had been our banquet speaker two 
years earlier and returned this year to give an update on his efforts to establish a home base for the Cold 
War Museum.  He also had a number of items from the Museum there for sale. 
 
Following Gary, we had our treasurer’s report by Tom Gordon, followed by the sad news that he wasn’t 
going to be able to continue in that position beyond 2009.  Tom has been our treasurer for the past five 
years and has done a truly outstanding job – one we’ve all come to depend on.  We certainly thank him  

for his service over the years, and will miss his fine fiduciary stewardship and sound financial guidance in the face of some of us 
trying our best to blow the Group’s assets.  We were fortunate though to have Mark Gransden immediately volunteer to take over 
the Group’s money matters.  Mark has some big shoes to fill, but I know he’s up to the challenge. 
 
We had another volunteer position come open to be filled as well.  For an even longer time, Rudy Ruediger has been the honcho of 
our efforts to recruit new members.  In fact, Rudy (the second member of the Group) was actively involved in that effort long before 
we even considered ourselves a group.  It’s because of his efforts that we grew to a size where some organization was called for.  
Rudy has been, and will remain a pillar of our organization, and while he’ll no longer be the driving force behind membership, he’ll 
continue doing the quarterly newsletter and will remain a member of our governing board.  When Rudy announced his need to step 
down from that position, we were once again fortunate to have a ready volunteer step up.  Membership search has been handed 
over to Dan O’Leary who has already taken the bull by the horns and located new potential members.  Our thanks go out to Rudy 
for the wonderful effort he’s put out in the past, and to Dan for taking over the task.  Without new membership we become a dying 
organization, so this effort is not only great for members – locating long lost friends, it’s also critical to the life of KAS 60-61. 
 
Finally regarding volunteer positions, with the official Chi Man finding it difficult to make reunions, we’ve anointed a stand-in – Dick 
Casseri.  Many thanks for taking on this responsibility Dick.  Over the past couple years we’ve come to appreciate just how much 
time and effort Bob Guest was putting in to that effort.  Don’t fret though Bob, when you’re up to making reunions again, I know Dick 
will happily restore you to your former glory! 
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During the meeting, we recognized David Devlin on behalf of the entire KAS 60-61 organization, for the courage he has displayed in 
facing some truly daunting challenges resulting from of an extremely serious accident.  
 
We also discussed the possibility of having the reunion every two years as a cost cutting measure.  That was quickly shot down and 
reunions will continue to be yearly.  We did modify a few issues though.  Since prices are rising, we decided to set future reunion 
fees at $100 per person.  That will allow us to continue with reunions of the same caliber and possibly add some few things.  
Secondly, we decided to put a deadline on registering for the annual reunion.  Late registrations have caused increasing difficulties 
in making final arrangements, especially in light of our increasing attendance at reunions.   The cut off date for future registrations 
will be August 1st.  You’ll still be able to register after that date, but it’ll be at an increased fee.  Additionally, we confirmed once again 
that reunions would continue to be held in Myrtle Beach. 
 
Remaining in the financial vein, we discussed annual dues and determined that they should remain at the current $10 per year. 
 

 

With all the business taken care of, we moved on to the fun part of the business meeting.  Ed Watts 
brought along his now annual plethora of goodies for members to draw chances on, followed by 
Larry Webb having a drawing for a number of “New KTUS” CDs that he put together just for this 
year’s reunion.  Finally, Jake Reese, North-East Regional Sales Manager for Lionel Trains, donated 
and raffled off a really outstanding Lionel train set.  It was drawn by Roger Anderson.  All in all it was 
a great and productive meeting, and most took more home than they brought with them.  We owe a 
very special thanks to Ed, Larry, and Jake for their great dedication to our group.  They represent all 
the finest characteristics that we see throughout our organization. 
 
The meeting was closed out with our annual Chi service, and anticipated event that has occurred at 

every reunion since the very first one in 2000.  
 
Following the business meeting most people met in the Hospitality Room to shoot the breeze and just enjoy each others’ company.  
Of course, being a beautiful day some opted to visit some of Myrtle Beach’s many attractions including the beach of course. 
 
Monday evening represents the peak of the crescendo of fun that begins with the first day of the annual KAS 60-61 reunion.  It’s the 
annual awards banquet.  From the previous two years we’ve come to expect a lavish display of food from the Beach Cove Resort.  
This year was certainly no exception.  In a special twist, a food station representing Turkish décor and cuisine was provided.  When 
the doors opened for the banquet, Turkish music was in the background and a bar was available for drinks, wine, beer and soft 
drinks.  One end of the banquet hall remained closed off until the food display was fully prepared.  When that occurred, there was 
no delaying all those hungry people.  The food was every bit as good as it looked, and was followed up by a wide array of delicious 
deserts.  No one could have come away hungry from that experience!  But that didn’t signal the end of the evening! 
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We were excited to have Stan White with us as our guest speaker.  Stan is a member of our group and 
was in Karamursel in the early years; in the Navy attached to Det-28.  In 1967, he found himself aboard 
the U.S.S. Liberty, an intelligence gathering vessel off the coast of Gaza.  He recounted the events of 
that voyage as the ship was attacked by assets of the Israeli Air Force and Navy.  His discussion of that 
action was at the same time spellbinding and emotional.  If you didn’t before, you came to realize that 
whether in the Argonne Forrest, on the Liberty, or on a non-descript mountain top in Afghanistan – being 
under deadly attack is the same…chaotic, terrifying, and deadly….and something that remains with you.  
Of course the Liberty incident was further complicated by the questionable reaction of American 
leadership at the very highest levels. 
 
Well, following such a serious discussion it was time to lighten the mood a little and we had just the 
ticket.  The lights went down, more Turkish music began to fill the air, and through a side door of the 
banquet room emerged …. you guessed it!  A BELLY DANCER!  Yes, we had arranged for a belly 
dancer and she turned out to be an extremely talented one – to my mind, as good as any I’d seen in 
Turkey.  She wasn’t a  

native Turk, but having some American Indian blood, she had the dark skin, eyes, and hair that would make you swear she was 
Turkish.  Her dance included balancing lit candles and a sword.  Even some of the guys whose eyes were beginning to glaze over 
came immediately to life.    
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It was a great ending to a fabulous banquet….but still not yet the end of the evening. 
 
We all gathered in the Hospitality Room to take the annual group picture.  Of course it was done by our own Bob Bass.  That’s it at 
the very top of the page.  Everyone who attended the reunion would receive a copy of it – included in the traditional CD of reunion 
photos.  After the photo was taken, most stayed around the Hospitality Room for some last chance good times.   
 
The next day would bring check out and the conclusion of the 10th annual KAS 60-61 reunion.  It was a great reunion and as usual, 
it resulted in new friendships being forged.  The only negative I can think of is that it was over too soon.  For most, the end of the 
reunion meant that the next opportunity to get that involved would be the following year when they’d hope to become charter 
members of the “Second Ten” set of reunions.  Some though would immediately begin work on making arrangements for that 
upcoming reunion.  In fact, you can bank on it beginning on 18 September and ending the morning of 21 September.   
 

Make sure you don’t miss it! 

 

While recounting the good times at our 10th annual reunion, we sadly must 
recognize the unexpected loss of one of its attendees – Doyce McWaters.  As 
we enjoyed his company, little did we know that shortly after returning home, 
we would lose him.  Rest in peace Doyce.  You were a good friend and will be 
greatly missed.  Your loss reduces our organization by much more than just 
numbers. 
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Jerry/Linda Spencer Dick/Janet Sprinkle Gino Stellabuto Kitty Truss Tom Ward Neal Waterfall Ed/Kathy Watts Larry/Naveen Webb 

 
 

      

Stan/Laura White Whitey Whiting        
Note:  Dave Brazil, Mike Chatary, and Paul Eller were also at the reunion, but I couldn’t find a picture of them.  You guys won’t be able to hide next 

year!  Also, I didn’t have pictures of some guys with their wives.  I’m sure that wasn’t by design on their part.  
 

SEE YOU NEXT YEAR! 
     
 
 
 



 
 
 
  


